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SHOWDOWN IN BURNS

FBI releases video footage of
LaVoy Finicum shooting

Four holdouts want charge
dropped for one to end occupation

Live updates: FBI holds news
conference on Oregon standoff

Judge won't release Oregon
standoff defendants as long as
refuge occupation continues

Authorities officially confirm
Oregon standoff spokesman LaVoy
Finicum shot and killed
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A video released by the FBI on Thursday evening appears to show Robert "LaVoy" Finicum
reaching for a pocket that police say contained a 9 mm semi-automatic handgun. 

The footage was taken from an FBI plane flying above the traffic stop on Tuesday that ended
with the shooting of Finicum, one of the spokesmen for the armed occupation of the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge.

The video was shown during an FBI press conference in Harney County. The full statement by
Oregon Special Agent in Charge Greg Bretzing is posted below.

Finicum, an Arizona foster parent and rancher, was killed after FBI and state police officers
stopped him and seven others – including the occupation's leaders -- while they drove to a
community meeting in John Day.

The video shows a Jeep being pulled over by police and its three occupants -- including
Ammon Bundy -- leaving the car. 

In another frame, the video shows another occupation leader, Ryan Payne, getting out of a
second vehicle -- a white truck driven by Finicum -- with his hands up. Police have guns
pointed at the white truck and Payne is arrested.

After a period of about four minutes that were blacked out in the video, Finicum's white truck is shown driving away from the
scene at a high speed. Bretzing said that the video showed Finicum getting out of the car and reaching for his waist.

Bretzing said Finicum "made a movement" and reached his right hand toward a pocket on the left inside portion of his jacket.
Bretzing said Finicum had a loaded 9 mm semi-automatic handgun in that pocket. 

The video shows Finicum being shot after getting out of the car and walking away from the truck toward the snow bank. His truck,
where three other occupiers remained, was stuck in the snowbank. Police released flash bangs around the car.

Bretzing wouldn't say how many times Finicum was shot. He also wouldn't say whether Finicum had pulled his gun out of his
pocket.

"Actions have consequences," Bretzing said. "As the video clearly shows it was a reckless action that resulted in consequences
you have seen here today."
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Five people involved in the traffic stop were arrested while two were questioned and released. Those arrested were: Ammon
Bundy, 40, of Emmett, Idaho; his  brother, Ryan Bundy, 43, of Bunkerville, Nevada; Ryan W. Payne, 32, of Anaconda, Montana;
Brian Cavalier, 44, of Bunkerville, Nevada; and Shawna J. Cox, 59, of Kanab, Utah.

Each was booked in the Multnomah County Detention Center, charged with a single count of conspiracy to impede officers from
discharging their duties through the use of force, intimidation or threats. The crime carries a maximum six-year sentence and
fines.

Separate from the Tuesday afternoon traffic stop, police have arrested six more
occupiers on the same charges. They are: Joseph Donald O'Shaughnessy, 45, of
Cottonwood, Arizona; Jon Ritzheimer, 32, of Peoria, Arizona; Pete T. Santilli, 50, of
Cincinnati; Jason Patrick, 43, of Bonaire, Georgia; Duane Leo Ehmer, 45, of Irrigon,
Oregon, and Dylan Wade Anderson, 34, of Provo, Utah.

A vocal critic of federal land managers who participated in the 2014 standoff at
Cliven Bundy's Nevada ranch, Finicum, 55, of Cane Beds, Arizona, had stopped
paying the federal government to graze his cattle on public land. In recent days,
he had tried to rally Harney County's ranchers to join him in defying federal land
managers.

Conflicting accounts of how Finicum died on the secluded highway 20 miles north of Burns have fueled anger among occupiers
and their supporters, with some calling his death unjustified while others say Finicum resisted arrest.

The videos could help clear up the hazy accounts. 

Mark McConnell, who said he drove one of the vehicles involved in the Tuesday traffic stop, claimed in a video posted to Facebook
that officers stopped the pickup that Finicum was driving, then Finicum"took off" in the truck but got stuck in a snowbank. At that
point, McConnell said, Finicum "charged at law enforcement" and was shot.

That account conflicts with one posted to YouTube late Tuesday by a woman who said she was Victoria Sharp – an 18-year-old
passenger in Finicum's pickup during the highway shooting. Sharp said officers shot at Ryan Payne first, prompting Finicum to
drive away. Then, she said, police "just started firing at us." After ramming into a snowbank, she said, Finicum got out of the
pickup and was shot while his hands were in the air.

The latter report has sparked outcry from groups who sympathize with the occupiers or with their message. The leader of the
Pacific Patriots Network militia group issued a call Thursday for "thousands" of its members to descend upon Harney County to
pressure the FBI into leaving. 

Full statement from SAC Greg Bretzing:
Good evening. My name is Greg Bretzing, and I am the Special Agent in Charge of the FBI in Oregon. 
We have quite a bit of information to share with you tonight concerning the occupation of the Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge. 
First, I would like to confirm that as of this morning one more person left the refuge through a checkpoint. We believe there
are four others who currently remain on the refuge. Since the establishment of checkpoints, a total of nine people have left
the refuge. Of those, the FBI released six and arrested three. 
Secondly, I would like to confirm that the FBI and Oregon State Police have narrowed the containment zones. This was done
to make it more convenient for those who live and work in the immediate area of the refuge to go about their business. To this
end, Highway 205 is now open in both directions. 
There has been some media reporting that the situation at the refuge is resolved. That is NOT true. Again, we still believe
there are occupiers on the refuge. The negotiators continue to work around the clock to talk to those four people in an effort
to get them to come out peacefully. 
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Thirdly, we know there is quite a bit of interest related to the events as they occurred on Highway 395 on Tuesday afternoon.
We know there are various versions of what occurred during this event: most inaccurate, some inflammatory. To that end, we
want to do what we can to lay out an honest and unfiltered view of what happened and how it happened. 
FBI agents and Oregon State Police troopers were involved in this operation. During this operation, OSP troopers utilized
deadly force due to their proximity to LaVoy Finicum as the situation unfolded. Because of this, the Deschutes County Major
Incident Team is conducting the outside review of the shooting per Oregon State law and established protocols. Because of
that on-going investigation, I will not be able to answer every question you have... but hopefully we will give the public some
clarity as to what occurred. 
At approximately 4:25 pm on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, FBI and OSP began a law enforcement action to bring into custody
the people riding in two separate vehicles as they traveled between Burns and John Day. The FBI did have a plane in the air,
and what I am about to show you is a video from that plane. A couple of notes about the video before we watch it. 
*The plane is following the vehicles, and the camera sometimes pans from one vehicle to the other... a white truck in front and
a jeep in back. At other times when the vehicles are in a fixed location, the plane is flying in a pattern over that location.
Because of that flight pattern, there are portions where trees obscure what is happening. The details that I am about to
provide to you are based both on an analysis of this video and some ground-level observations of agents and troopers on the
scene. 
*Because the operation lasted more than 25 minutes, we are showing you two of the most pertinent clips today. The entire
unedited video from the start of the traffic stop through the surrender of all individuals will be available to the media and the
general public on the FBI's YouTube channel. 
*Because I am using some very specific language to describe what is happening, the entire transcript of my comments will be
posted to www.flashalertbend.net. 
*I want to caution you that the video does show the shooting death of LaVoy Finicum. We realize that viewing that piece of the
video will be upsetting to some people, but we feel that it is necessary to show the whole thing unedited in the interest of
transparency. 
The video picks up a few seconds before the FBI and OSP vehicles pull in behind the jeep -- the second vehicle in line. The jeep
quickly pulls to a stop while the white truck -- driven by LaVoy Finicum -- continues some distance up the road. Some law
enforcement vehicles stay with the jeep while others continue following the white truck. Over a period of several minutes out
of camera view, the following people exit the jeep without incident: 
*The driver -- who was not charged and will not be named 
*Ammon Bundy 
*Brian Cavalier 
Looking at the white truck... about four minutes into the video ... Ryan Payne exits through a back door. It's difficult to see
behind the trees, but in the lower right hand corner you can see him with his hands up being approached by the law
enforcement officers and being taken into custody. 
There is a period of approximately 3 minutes and 47 seconds where the truck sits on the road. We have edited it for time here,
but it is available in the raw, unedited version on the FBI's YouTube channel. Throughout this time, agents and troopers are
providing verbal commands to the occupants to surrender. We can't comment on what may have been going on in the truck at
this time, but those details may come out later as part of the overall shooting investigation. 
When we come back to the video, the white truck leaves the scene at a high rate of speed. It travels some distance... quickly
approaching a vehicle roadblock in the roadway. 
As the white truck approaches the roadblock, there is a spike strip across the road but it appears Finicum missed it as he
attempted to drive around the roadblock. He nearly hits an FBI agent as he maneuvers to the left. The truck gets stuck in the
snowbank. 
Finicum leaves the truck and steps through the snow. Agents and troopers on scene had information that Finicum and others
would be armed. On at least two occasions, Finicum reaches his right hand toward a pocket on the left inside portion of his
jacket. He did have a loaded 9 mm semi-automatic handgun in that pocket. 
At this time, OSP troopers shot Finicum. 
Approximately 30 seconds after the shooting -- law enforcement officers at the scene deployed flash bangs to disorient any
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other armed occupants. Shortly after that, they deployed less-lethal sponge projectiles with OC capsules. Those OC capsules
would be similar to pepper spray. 
Over a period of several minutes agents and troopers worked to safely remove the remaining truck occupants, and to take
them into custody. Those people included: 
*Ryan Bundy 
*Shawna Cox 
*And another woman, who was not arrested and will not be named 
As soon as the agents and troopers were confident that they had addressed any further threats, they provided medical
assistance to Finicum. That happened about 10 minutes after the shooting. 
Agents and troopers did find 3 other loaded weapons inside the truck. They included two loaded .223 caliber semi-automatic
rifles. There was also one loaded .38 special revolver. 
Again, you can see the rest of this unedited video on the FBI's YouTube channel. 
Finally -- again -- I want to acknowledge the stress and disruption that the occupation of the refuge has caused has to the
people of Harney County. We know this is difficult. We know that you want this concluded as soon as possible. We are doing
everything we can to bring this to a resolution safely and quickly. 
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